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INFORMAR Newsletter
We are happy to present our second
quarterly newsletter for the
Integrated Forest Management
Learning Architecture (INFORMAR)
project. Our goal is to provide upto-date information on ongoing
project activities, distribute relevant
news on integrated forest
management and support the
European Network INTEGRATE.
To subscribe, please visit:
http://informar.eu/
INFORMAR is managed by the
European Forest Institute (EFI)
Resilience Programme. The project
is supported and funded by the
German Federal Ministry for Food
and Agriculture.

2nd European Network
INTEGRATE meeting
The Ministry of Agriculture of the
Czech Republic together with the
Forest Management Institute and
the State Enterprise - Forests of the
Czech Republic (Lesy České
republiky, s.p.) organised the 2nd
European INTEGRATE meeting in
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Plzeň, Czech Republic, on 19 to 21
March 2018.
The meeting kicked off with a field
trip to one of the Marteloscope
demonstration sites in the Czech
Republic – Královský hvozd – which
is dominated by spruce, fir and
beech with an initial phase of
natural regeneration. The forest
provided the backdrop for initial
discussions related to the
integration of nature conservation
into sustainably managed forests.
The second day was opened by
Mr. Tomas Krejzar from the
Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech
Republic together with Mr. Georg
Winkel from the European Forest
Institute (EFI). This was followed by
a number of short presentations on
recent developments in the
integration of nature protection and
biodiversity enhancement into
sustainably managed forests in
Austria, Belgium, Germany, Finland,
Italy, Latvia, Slovakia and a
presentation on integrative
approaches in the context of the
current bark beetle outbreak in
Europe and related protective
measures by Poland.

The meeting also included a World
Café event where all participants
were asked to discuss two basic
questions, namely, how could the
European Network INTEGRATE
contribute to the development of
pragmatic evaluations and payment
schemes for nature protection
activities integrated in forest
management? And, how should the
integrative approaches be
communicated to various
stakeholders and target groups and
how far can the Marteloscope sites
be used to that end?
The meeting, which was attended
by 49 participants from 10
countries, ended with the
appointment of the new chair,
Mr. Tomasz Zawiła-Niedźwiecki,
Deputy Director General of the State
Forests, Poland.

both foresters and nature
conservation.
The seminar will provide the
opportunity to look at this
contentious issues. The event will
include a field excursion to the
Białowieża forest and a seminar
dedicated to an exchange on
research findings and practical
experiences on bark beetles
outbreaks and their consequences
for forests and societies. The
seminar is expected to include
practitioners, scientists, forest
managers and representatives of
administration presenting on the
topic.

INTEGRATE seminar on
managing bark beetle
impacts on forests
The Ministry of the Environment of
Poland in cooperation with the State
Forests is organising a seminar on
managing bark beetle impacts on
forests. The INTEGRATE seminar
will be held in Białowieża, Poland,
on 25 to 27 June 2018.

For more information:
http://informar.eu

The seminar on the European
spruce bark beetle will focus on
how it is influencing forest
ecosystems, causing disruption and
economic loss in the forests. The
consequences of bark beetle
gradations is a hot topic, in
particular with regards to the ways
of managing the beetles, involving

A small project, INTEGRATE –
Silviculture, is presently being
carried out by EFI with support from
the State Forest Administration of
the German State North RhineWestphalia. The project takes place
in 2018 and aims to integrate
forestry relevant criteria such as

INTEGRATE Silviculture
project

3

site suitability and stability against
disturbances into the INTEGRATE+
software tool and to develop
guidance on how to utilize the
expanded tool for silviculture
trainings on Marteloskop sites. A
central project activity is a
workshop that will take place on
10-11 July in Bonn. The aim of the
event with participation of
silvicultural trainers from several
German Federal states is to share
experiences on the use of IT tools
in silvicultural training and to
discuss the proposed extensions of
the INTEGRATE+ tool.
INTEGRATE – Silviculture will also
support setting up a new
marteloscope site in a spruce forest
in Bonn as a demonstration site for
species conversion. The project will
furthermore develop ideas how the
INTEGRATE+ software tools could
be linked with forest simulator(s)
and climate change scenario data to
improve silvicultural decision
support, guiding adaptation to
climate change in practical forest
management.

Initiative to discuss the past,
current and future situation in the
Białowieża Forest and to draw
conclusions for other forests in
Europe and around the world being
in a comparable situation and
facing similar environmental and
social challenges.
The Białowieża Science Initiative will
consist of three parts. The first –
the scientific author workshop in
the Białowieża Forest – will be held
from 30 July to 1 August in the
premises of the Białowieża National
Park. The workshop will bring
together 20 scientists working in
five topic areas:
1. Forest ecology
2. Disturbances, forest
(biodiversity) conservation and
management
3. Socio-economic factors
4. Forest history
5. Forest policy and governance

For more information, contact:
Thorsten.Mrosek@mulnv.nrw.de

Białowieża Science
Initiative
The author workshop of the
Białowieża Science Initiative will be
held from 30 July to 1 August in the
Białowieża Forest, Poland.
The European Forest Institute,
within the frame of the INFORMAR
project is organising the Białowieża
Science

4

Prior to the workshop in Białowieża,
the invited experts will be asked to
prepare evidence-based statements
to answer leading questions within
their field of expertise. The
workshop will combine
presentations of key findings with
targeted field trips and discussion
rounds. During working session,

experts will work on joint
contributions to a multi-authorevidence paper that will elaborate
on consensus and dissent points
from the perspective of science
regarding the current and future
situation in the Białowieża Forest.

sites and exercises. Besides the
practical use of the tool in forest
training, there was also the
opportunity to exchange with the
developers of the “I+” software on
how to further tailor it for exercise
and analysis.

The workshop will be follow by a
compilation of a multi-authorevidence paper and a media and
policy maker seminar in Brussels.
For more information, contact:
info@informar.eu

Marteloscope manager
workshop
In cooperation with the Bavarian
State Forest Enterprise, EFI has
organised a workshop for
Marteloscope managers. The group
was composed of forest and nature
conservation managers, forest
administration and ministry
representatives as well as scientists
from different disciplines. Forty-five
participants from twelve countries
took part in the event. The stage
was the Steigerwald, one of
Germany’s largest deciduous
forests.
The main aim of the workshop was
to provide Marteloscope users with
the opportunity to share
experiences with established
demonstration sites, by discussing
planned and implemented activities.
Participants gave feedback,
explored new potential
developments and applications of

There was also room for interesting
excursions in the Steigerwald. A
highlight of the workshop was the
joint field visit to the Steinkreuz
Marteloscope, the oldest
Marteloscope of the Integrate+
Network. A second stop was the so
called ABC-level thinning
experiment, one of the world’s
oldest forest research plots.
Overall, the workshop highlighted
the interest in using Marteloscope
and the “I+” software for education,
training, communication and
science. The EFI Bonn team thanks
all workshop participants for their
engagement and important input to
take the use of Marteloscope to a
next level!
For more information, contact:
andreas.schuck@efi.int
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Second nomination of the
movie “Wise use of our
forests” for Film Festival
In September 2017, the
documentary “Wise use of our
forests: the integrative approach”
produced by EFI Bonn senior
researcher Andreas Schuck, was
nominated for the LSFF Grand Prix
Awards at the 7th Life Science Film
Festival in Prague. The movie was
selected by the festival committee
out of more than 1300 entered
films, and it was one of 27 publicly
shown during the festival. In June
2018, “Wise use of our forests" was
officially invited to apply for the
34th International Film Festival
AGROFILM in Slovakia.

The INFORMAR project team is
curious if we win this time and
happy to further spread knowledge
on how to integrate nature
conservation into sustainable forest
management approaches.
The movie recently became
available in German language here,
and is currently being translated
into French.

6

2nd International Forest
Policy Meeting
The INFORMAR team recently
attended the Second International
Forest Policy Meeting (2IFPM), which
took place 11 to 13 April 2018 in
Wageningen, Netherlands.
2IFPM was hosted by the Forest and
Nature Conservation Policy group of
Wageningen University. IFPM is a
biannual initiative organise by two
European forest policy research
networks, the Nordic Network on
Forest Policy Science (Scandinavia)
and the Forstpolitiktreffen (Central
Europe).
The meeting covered a wide range
of topics and breakout sessions
relevant to integrated forest
management, amongst these, the
keynote presentations covered
“Forests and the SDGs: the need for
an integrated approach”,
“Avoiding deforestation and the
politics of (un)sustainability:
insights from REDD+ and the
New York Declaration on Forests”,
and “Forests for Food and Nutrition:
exploring the linkages and
understanding the tradeoffs”.
The project team also had the
opportunity to present INFORMAR
to all the meeting participant
during a poster session.
For more information, see:
https://www.wur.nl/en/activity/Sec
ond-International-Forest-PolicyMeeting.htm

EFI’s trip to the forest with
German Federal Minister
Klöckner
On June 21st 2018, EFI expert
Andreas Schuck was invited to join
an excursion to the Tegel forest in
Berlin to introduce Integrated Forest
Management approaches to German
Federal Minister for Food and
Agriculture Julia Klöckner. Schuck
explained the concept of the
Marteloscope sites, which he
described as “outdoor forest
classrooms”.
In Marteloscope sites trees are
numbered, mapped and measured.
Supported by software running on
mobile devices, they can be used to
train foresters and other interested
groups like students, policy makers
or the public how different
silvicultural measures may affect
forest biodiversity and to what
extent. Julia Klöckner supported
this innovative approach as being in
line with attempts of the BMEL to
use more digital tools in the field of
forestry.

The excursion into the forest was
briefly mentioned in the German
news show “Tagesthemen”
(https://www.ardmediathek.de/tv/T
agesthemen/tagesthemen/DasErste/Video?bcastId=3914&docume
ntId=53349358, minute 5.10-5.30).
Initiated and facilitated by Andreas
Schuck and his EFI colleagues and
funded by the BMEL, marteloscope
sites have been established all over
Europe in recent years. In the
framework of the INFORMAR project
coordinated by EFI’s Resilience
Programme, the learning software
is further developed and more and
more marteloscope sites are being
initiated.

Watch the INFORMAR video contributions

Watch the INFORMAR Kick-Off
video, short video testimonials on
integrated forest management.

Watch a video from a recent
Marteloscope exercise in the
Bohemian forest, Czech Republic.

https://youtu.be/mfvW8nz9pBM

https://youtu.be/gDLNsUYYyPI

7

Upcoming Events
• Integrate Bark Beetle Seminar
25 to 27 June 2018, Białowieża, Poland.
http://informar.eu/integrate-seminarmanaging-bark-beetle-impacts-forests
• Forests and Fashion at the HLPF 2018
9 to18 July 2018, New York, USA.
https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=48
878
• Białowieża Science Initiative
30 July to 1 August 2018, Białowieża,
Poland.
Contact: info@informar.eu
• World BioEconomy Forum
11 to 13 September 2018, Ruka, Finland
http://www.wcbef.com
• Green Forest Jobs - Exploring
opportunities and increasing the
capacity of UNECE member States
17-18 September 2018, Geneva,
Switzerland.
https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=48
714

• International Workshop For Certified
Forest Products And Sustainable
Forestry
30 October to 1 November, Beijing,
China.
https://westernforestry.org/upcomingconferences/international-workshop-forcertified-forest-products-and-sustainableforestry
• Seventy-sixth session of the ECE
Committee on Forests and the Forest
Industry
5-9 November, Vancouver, Canada
https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=47
708
• Biocities Forum: Forests transforming
urban living
14 November 2018, Barcelona, Spain.
https://efi.int/biocities
• Agroforestry: Strengthening links
between science, society and policy
20-22 May 2019, Montpellier, France.
https://agroforestry2019.cirad.fr/

Want to subscribe or share updates through our newsletter?
Please contact us via info@informar.eu
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