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State Forest Kottenforst

The Federal State North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) owns 13 %, or 113,000
hectares,of the total forest areain NRW. WaldundHolzNRWis responsiblefor
managingtheseforestsand in addition providesits expertiseandassistanceto
private forest owners. The regional forest district office, Regionalforstamt
Rhein-Sieg-Erft, managesabout 60,000 hectares of forest in the Greater
Cologne/Bonnarea. Of theseapproximately22,000hecatresarestate-owned.

There are several well-known forests including the Königsforst, the
Siebengebirgeand the Kottenforst. They all vary considerablyin their site
conditions. TheKottenforst is locatedin the west and southwestof the former
Germancapitalof Bonn. Thelocalstate forestsare a part of the forest districts
Kottenforstand Buschhoven. The Kottenforst is dominated by old oak stands.
Theyareembeddedin a concentricarrangednetwork of forest pathsandroads
which served in the past for electoral par force hunting. Jägerhäuschen
όάƘǳƴǘŜǊǎŎƻǘǘŀƎŜέύis a relic within theseformer hunting grounds. It wasbuilt
around1750asa relay-station where hold horseswere readyto replacethose
exhausted.
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ΧΦΦƛƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ 

18,000m³
is the total annual increment

4.1m³/ha
is the annual felling rate 

Total forest area

3,900 ha
Actual average stock

225m³/ha7.9m³/ha
Annual increment

74%
Broadleaves

26%
Conifers
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The Kottenforstis part of the Natura 2000 
network. It harbours old-growth oak forests 
protected under the Habitat Directive. These 
forests are habitat for several species of 
European importance. Those include the middle 
spotted woodpecker, .ŜŎƘǎǘŜƛƴΩǎbat and the 
great crested newt. The applied biodiversity 
concept in Kottenforstis a cornerstone of multi-
functional forest management and ensures a 
favourable conservation status for protected 
habitats and species.

Biodiversity concept 

�‡ Seven strictly protected forest areas 
were designated exclusively for nature 
conservation. 

�‡ Uniform stands of non-native species 
like Norway spruce are transformed to 
multi-layered, mixed oak forests. Aim is 
to reconnect fragmented oak stands. 

�‡ Non-forest habitats and species are 
given attention by maintaining and 
restoring e.g. spawn ponds for 
amphibians, species-rich forest 
meadows and are managed along given 
conservation objectives.

The Kottenforst receives many visitors
due to its location near the City of Bonn.
Awareness raising and providing
information are central tasks of the
regional forest district office. Using
various media tools and offering guided
walks and educationalactivities the high
ecological value of YƻǘǘŜƴŦƻǊǎǘΩǎoak
forestsisemphasized.

Old trees and deadwood provide crucial
microhabitatsfor forestdwellingspecies.

Wald und Holz NRW has developed the
wood-biotope concept άXylobiusέ for
maintainingand increasingsuchelements
in managed state forests in NRW. It is
adapted to conditions of oak forests.
Accordingto Xylobiusall standsolder than
100 yearsare examinedfor habitat trees.
All identified habitat trees displayingfor
examplecavities, nests or conksof fungi
are marked and protected. Veterantrees
andlargedeadtreesarealsoselected.

Smallstandswith a highdensityof habitat
trees are excluded from any use as so
called Ψdeadwood areasΩ. Groups of
around15 habitat trees are establishedin
standswith low habitat trees density for
future deadwood accumulation. Further
measuresare allowed for protecting old-
growth oaks from being outgrown by
beech. If safety standards of wood
harvestingin a stand cannot be met they
are excluded from any management.
BesidesXylobiusthere are the following
supplementarymeasures:
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The biodiversity concept is implemented in the
framework of the LIFE+project αVillewälderς
Wald- und Wasserweltenέand financed by the
European Union and North Rhine-Westphalia
(2014ς2019).


