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EVOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM

Since 2003 series of unfavourable years 

Infestation increased due to the extremes of weather conditions (high temperatures and 

drought)

2007 and 2008 – wind damages

Due to these reasons the population density of spruce bark beetles was very high already 

before 2015

Summer of 2015 – extremely high temperatures and drought

2017 – several serious wind damages

2018 – weather conditions in the beginning of vegetation season continues to weaken forest 

stands
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Recorded volume of 

spruce wood infested by 

bark beetles since 1990

Source:

Forest Protection Service
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DEVELOPMENT OF SALVAGE FELLINGS (SHARE IN %)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Intentional fellings 70,7 54,6 19,6 33,6 57,2 61,4 75,2 78,5 72,3 70,7 49,6 46,6 44,7

Other causes 22,9 39,0 72,0 52,1 25,8 27,9 18,0 16,3 20,8 21,9 36,2 28,3 27,3

Insects (mostly bark beetles) 6,3 6,4 8,4 14,3 16,9 10,7 6,9 5,2 6,9 7,3 14,3 25,1 28,0
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Source: 2005-2016 Czech Statistical Office, 2017 Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Protection Service 



RECORDED OCCURRENCE OF SPRUCE  BARK BEETLES IN 2017

Territories affected by the outbreak:

Moravian-Silesian Region a Olomoucký Region 

Moravian-Silesian Region: 1,46 mil. m3

Bruntál District:  > 1 mil. m3

Olomoucký Region:0,64 mil. m3

2/3 of all timber infested by bark beetles recorded 
in CZ

Related territories: 

Zlínský Region: 233 tis. m3 (mostly in Vsetín
District)

Vysočina Region: 260 tis. m3 (mostly in Třebíč
District) 

South Moravian Region: 228 tis. m3

Other territories:

South Bohemian Region: 352 tis. m3

Plzeňský Region: 285 tis. m3

Recorded occurrence of Spruce bark beetles.  Source: Forest Protection Service



CHALLENGES TO BE DEALT WITH

Changing climate

Lack of human resources

Lack of forest machinery and equipment

Lack of means of transportation (especially 

of railway cars)

Low flexibility in contracting in state forests

Low efficiency of civil service

Negative public perceptions

Campaigns by environmental NGOs
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MEASURES TAKEN TO SOLVE THE BARK BEETLE OUTBREAK

Regulation of intentional (planned) felling

Ban on other than salvage felling of spruce and pine in the forests managed by the state forest enterprise Forests of the Czech Republic 

until recalled (of 22nd March 2018) 

Restrictions already in 2017: 1st September 2017 – recommendation, 2nd November 2017 – request to stop intentional felling until end of 

2017

Support to establishment of storages of timber („wet“ / „dry“ / log yards)

Rural Development Programme – micro- and small enterprises, since autumn 2018 all non-state forest owners 

Supporting and Guarantee Agricultural and Forestry Fund (PGRLF) – Investment credits programme, Operating credits programme 

Negotiations with Association of Regions (subsidising of „wet“ storages from regional budgets,  identifying of areas for temporary storing 

of timber)

Establishment of „wet“ storages by the state forest enterprise Forests of the Czech Republic 

Negotiations with other related ministries, agencies and organizations

Securing of financial resources for repairs of local communications (governed by municipalities) in affected regions (funds of Ministry of 

Regional Development) 

New subsidies pledged starting from 2019.

Granting exceptions from load-carrying capacities and times of operation of heavy lorries (Ministry of Transport), 

Securing of transport capacities (railway cars) and  priorities on railways (Czech Railways, Czech Railways Cargo)

Subsidies for wood storing and processing – medium and large enterprises (Ministry of Industry and Trade)



Changes of forest legislation for forest protection and regeneration

Amendment of Decree No. 101/1996 Coll., on detailed measures in forest protection

Amendment of Decree No. 83/1996 Coll., on the preparation of regional plans of forest development and defining of management 
sets

Subsidies for the treatment of infested wood

Mechanical and chemical treatment of infested wood both in the forest and at the storages/yards outside forest

Already possible from some regional budgets, since September for the all territory of the state from state budget

Subsidies for forest regeneration and tending

National subsidies – natural and artificial regeneration (both sowing and seeding), for suitable species, especially so-called soil-
improving and stabilizing (mostly broadleaved)

Rural Development Programme - Restoration of forests after calamities

Development of innovative methods both in forest protection and regeneration

Communication with public

Small-scale forest owners (press releases, leaflets, communication through regional and local authorities, advisory services –
Forest Protection Service)

Local communities and municipalities (campaign by the state forest enterprise Forests of the Czech Republic)

MEASURES TAKEN TO SOLVE THE BARK BEETLE OUTBREAK
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