
Status of the European 
Network INTEGRATE

Presentation at SFC Meeting 11th June 2019

By Mogens Krog, National Focal Point, Denmark 



The European Network INTEGRATE

“The European network INTEGRATE promotes and advances forest 
management approaches for the integration of nature conservation 

into sustainable forest management at three levels: the decision-
making policy level, the level of forest practitioners/managers, and the 

level of research and academic knowledge”

• Initiative driven by country representatives and their topical interest
• EFI facilitates the process within the framework of the INFORMAR 

project



The Policy level
Member country driven activities 
through shifting chairmanships



Members & 
events
• Toruń, Poland 

(April 2019)
• Białowieża Forest, 

Poland
(June 2018)

• Plzeň, Czech 
Republic 
(March 2018)

• Bonn, Germany 
(June 2017)



Recent activities in the INTEGRATE network

14.-17.04.2019: 4th meeting of the INTEGRATE network in Toruń, Poland
15.04.2019: The Councils review of the EU Forestry Strategy: The Council support 
the INTEGRATE network in their statement:  
“further strengthening Member States’ driven initiatives such as the European network ‘INTEGRATE’ 
which promotes further integrating nature conservation into SFM”

15.05.2019: Białowieża Science Initiative. Presentation of results in Brussels
24.05.2019 EU Conference on Biodiversity and Ecosystem services in Brussels. 
INTEGRATE network represented 
05.06.2019: Forest Directors meeting in Romania. Presentation of the Danish 
chairmanship



The IV meeting of the European network 
INTEGRATE – 15-17.04.2019 in Toruń, Poland

Subject: Sustainable forest management in post 
calamities areas
Field trip: 80.000 ha storm damage.
Topics: Plant production, re-planting, local involvement, 
integration of nature conservation

Presentations by: European Commission,  EFI, Pro-Silva 
Europa, Slovenia, Germany, Czech Republic, Italy 
Slovakia, Finland, Denmark, Poland
Topics: Storms and ice storms, bark beetles and other 
pests, and network activities



The Danish chairmanship
2019-2020



Priorities of the Danish Chairmanship – up-coming event 1

29-31 October 2019: Network meeting in Rold forest, Denmark 
• Integration: Nature conservation through close-to-nature forestry and 

Sustainable forest management  the multifunctional approach 
• The Danish State forests action plan and implementation 

• Evaluation of the INTEGRATE network
• Presentation of external evaluation
• Discussion of members` expectations on the future of the network 

/ The Danish Nature Agency8



Priorities of the Danish Chairmanship – up-coming event 2

Spring 2020 (dates to be announced later)

5th Network meeting in Grib forest, Denmark
• Segregation: Setting aside 20% of state 

forest for nature conservation 
 "going all in for biodiversity“

• Topics: Process for involvement of science 
and other stakeholders regarding site 
allocation, development of guidelines and 
management plans
• Implementation of 20% set-aside-forest for 

biodiversity in the Danish State forest

/ The Danish Nature Agency9



The level of practitioners:
Activities facilitated by INFORMAR, EFI



The Practice Network
Marteloscopes as Learning Sites

1943 Euro / 78 habitat points 810 Euro / 99 Habitat points
Photo: Klaus Striepen 

Photo: Daniel Kraus



„Outdoor forest classrooms“ for a wide range of 
target groups

Forest and nature conservation managers Education (universities, forestry schools, school children)

General public

Policy makers Forest extension services and forest ownersGeneral public

More information:
Informar project: informar.eu/; Blog: resilience-blog.com/; Software site: iplus.efi.int/;
Movie: “Wise use of forests: the integrative approach: integrateplus.eu/index.html

Photos: BMEL, Klaus Striepen, Andreas Schuck

https://resilience-blog.com/
http://iplus.efi.int/
http://integrateplus.eu/index.html




The research level:
Research projects under INFORMAR, EFI



Białowieża Science Initiative
Objectives

• Review scientific knowledge on Białowieża Forest (BF)

• Create open discussion and identify consensus and dissent based on scientific evidence

• Make different viewpoints visible based on best available scientific knowledge
draw lessons/conclusions from the BF case for other areas in Europe facing similar 
challenges 

Interdisciplinary approach 

• Ca. 20 scientists were selected based on a) academic reputation in relation to the 
relevant topics b) complementarity of expertise and perspectives

• 5 thematic areas: forest ecology; disturbances, (biodiversity) conservation and 
management, socio-economic importance, forest history, forest policy and governance



Białowieża Science Initiative
Activities
• Workshop in Białowieża (July 2018); discussion on points of scientific agreement 

and disagreement under Chatham House Rule
• Compilation of a multi-author-evidence paper 
• Presentation of findings to policy makers and media in Brussels (May 2019)
https://efi.int/news/what-we-can-learn-conflict-over-bialowieza-forest-2019-05-15

Conclusions
• Possible to organize productive joint work between very different scientists
• Possible to distinguish consent and dissent/open questions based on 

scientific evidence
• Not possible to provide “one solution” to the controversy 

https://efi.int/news/what-we-can-learn-conflict-over-bialowieza-forest-2019-05-15


Case Studies:What drives the integration of nature 
conservation in forest management in Europe?
Research questions:
• Q1 current and future driving forces of Integrated Forest Management (IFM) 

across Europe (Facilitating vs. Impeding)
• Q2 existing diversity of implementation practices (on a country or 

biogeographical level)

Project status:
• Data collection finished April 2019  Data analysis is on-going
• Policy oriented working paper is expected in September 2019  



• Interviews with: (1) 
foresters, (2) national 
forestry/forest 
conservation experts

• 5 biogeographical regions
• 8 countries
• Interviews in: Dutch, English, 

French, German, Spanish, 
Polish



International Conference
“Governing and managing forests for multiple ecosystem services 

across the globe”
26th – 28th February 2020 in Bonn
Final conference of the EFI INFORMAR project for researchers and policy 
practitioners
Topics 

• Concepts and drivers of integrated forest management, implementation and 
prospects for the future

• Impacts of such management concepts on ecological structures and 
interactions in forests and their linkages to specific outcomes

• Governance, management and perception of trade-offs and synergies between 
different ecosystem services

Organized by EFI (in cooperation with the INTEGRATE network) in cooperation with i.a.: SLU, University of 
Freiburg, BOKU, Russian Academy of Sciences, WSL + Swiss Forest Lab, KU Leuven, INRA



http://www.informar.eu/

http://www.informar.eu/
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