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Promotion of biodiversity and 
overall sustainability in private 

forests in Finland



Finnish Forest Centre – Suomen 
metsäkeskus

• a state-funded organisation covering the whole country
› operating under the guidance of Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

• Three main tasks:
› promoting forestry and related livelihoods, advising landowners on how 

to care for and benefit from their forests and the ecosystems therein
› collecting and sharing data related to Finland's forests
› enforcing forestry legislation

• Our Metsään.fi-eServices offer the latest information directly to 
forest owners on their properties

http://www.metsakeskus.fi/en/metsaanfi-eservices-forest-owners


Some forest facts from Finland

• 86 % (=26 million hectares) of the land area is forest
› 74 % is considered commercial

• 61 % in private ownership (620 000 forest owners)
› Average private owned holdings is 30 hectares

• 25 % state owned (state-owned enterprise Metsähallitus is 
responsible for the management)

• 8 % forest industry owned
• 5 % municipalities, parishes and other



Forest protection in Finland
• based on statutory conservation programmes specific to 

habitat types 
• 2.7 million hectares of forests are protected or under restricted 

use
› Approx 15% of the total forest area in Finland. 
› Forest = forest land and poorly productive forest land, including 

also forested peatlands.
• Most of the protected forest areas are in northern Finland, 

while in southern part of the country the share of protected 
forest areas is much smaller.

(Northern Finland 2,2 mill. ha vs. Southern Finland 0,5 mill. ha)



• ”METSO” = The Forest Biodiversity Programme (voluntary-based)
THE AIM OF THE PROGRAMME: 
• to halt the ongoing decline in the biodiversity of forest habitats and 

species
• establish stable favourable trends especially in Southern Finland’s 

forest ecosystems
• voluntary-based conservation agreements between forest owners 

and authorities
› Either temporary (10 year) or permanent agreement is possible
› In addition: Active nature management of the sites can be included in 

both agreement schemes

The METSO-programme 2008-2025
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The target of the METSO-programme
• By 2025: Sites covering about 96 000 hectares that will be 

voluntarily offered by landowners to be established as 
private nature reserves or that will be acquired by the 
State. 

• In addition, about 82 000 hectares of valuable forest 
habitats will be protected in commercially managed 
privately owned forests.



Permanent model
• Local ELY Centres (The Centres for Economic Development, 

Transport and the Environment) help to secure biodiversity by 
establishing nature conservation areas on private land and 
by purchasing areas for the state for the purposes of 
conservation.

• Permanent model is executed according to the Environmental 
Protection Act.

• Agreements are made between ELY Centre and private 
forest owners.
• Average compensation 5300 euros/hectare. (Only in southern 

Finland, in Northern Finland only special cases).



Temporary model (Environmental forestry
subsidy agreement)

• Mainly to protect habitats of special importance as defined in the 
Forest Act 10 §.

• For private forest owners
› Agreement with Finnish Forest Centre of ten years time not to 

manage the protected area.
› Protection will be compensated according to the Act on the Financing 

of Sustainable Forestry.
• The average compensation in 2017 was 1600 euros/hectare 

› The difference between areas is quite significant.
› In southern Finland 3000 euros (more growing stock to compensate)



More focus on biodiversity of forests in 
commercial use

• Project called MONIMETSÄ (2016-18), freely translated ’diverse forest’
› Developed and tested practical procedures for contributing companies 

working with forest owners to enhance forestry sustainability and 
increase the quality of nature conservation and diversity in 
commercial forests. 

› To define forest owners’ goals in nature conservation and to bind 
them together with the planning of cuttings and forest management 
actions.

› Geographic information of nature conservation is actively utilized in 
order to effectively target the guidance, planning and implementation.

›



Work continues…
• MONIMETSÄ-sequel is beginning at the moment
• More focus on forest owner education

› Guidance, courses, electronic nature conservation – learning
environment

› Communication for forest operanting level and forest owners
• During 2019 preparation of comprehensive project, which

aims to the more wide and well-established use of nature
conservation methods in every day forestry and 
entrepreneurship for forest services in Finland.

Project is funded by



Useful links in English
• https://mmm.fi/documents/1410837/1504826/METSO+Fac

tsheet/de777afa-e4b3-475c-8317-
747424e2f496/METSO+Factsheet.pdf (Metso-facts)

• http://metsonpolku.fi/en-US
• https://mmm.fi/en/frontpage
• http://www.metsakeskus.fi/en/metsaanfi-eservices-forest-

owners

https://mmm.fi/documents/1410837/1504826/METSO+Factsheet/de777afa-e4b3-475c-8317-747424e2f496/METSO+Factsheet.pdf
http://metsonpolku.fi/en-US
https://mmm.fi/en/frontpage
http://www.metsakeskus.fi/en/metsaanfi-eservices-forest-owners


Kiitos
• ASIAKKAAT – HENKILÖSTÖ – KUMPPANIT – YHTEISKUNTA

www.metsäkeskus.fi | www.metsään.fi
www.twitter.com/metsakeskus | www.facebook.com/suomenmetsakeskus
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