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Introduction to excursion: 
The Danish approach to close-to-
nature forestry and 
a short introduction to Rold Forest



Short historic background

• 1804: First Danish forest lawn à Forest protection and production
• 1989: Danish forest law à Multipurpose forestry
• 1992: Rio UN konference
• 1992: National strategy for natural forest à 5% set aside forest in state 

forest
• 2002: First national forest program
• 2005: Actionplan for close-to-nature forestry 
• 2016: Government Nature package à 20% set aside in state forest
• 2018: New national forest program



Close-to-nature forestry
Process towards more resilient forests

• 150 years of classic forestry à Even-aged, 
clearfelling system
– Focus on forest protection and timber production

• 1967 two big storms, in 1981 another big storm
• 1999: Worst hurricane in 100 years
• 2002: National forest program
• 2004: Action plan for conversion of state forest to 

close-to-nature forest management
– Conversion: At least one tree-generation (100 year)
– 2005: Another storm à new regional management 

options for conversion



Planning for Close 
to nature forestry –
Forest Development 

Types



FDT 61 douglas fir, 
spruce and beech

FDT 11 Beech 

FDT 51 Spruce, beech and 
sycamore

Rold Forest – main forest development types







Elements improving biodiversity:
1) More variation in the forest matrix

• Mixed tree species  A
• Mixed age and tree variation B



Elements for improving biodiversity:
2) Single elements

• Dead wood C
• High stumps, standing dead trees D
• Veteran trees E
• 5 habitat trees per ha F



Elements for improving biodiversity:
3) Small set-aside key habitats (areas)

• Forest meadows G
• Small heathland H
• Open dryland I
• Mires, forest swamps J
• Lakes, watersheds etc. K
• Old growth set-aside forest L
• Ancient monuments M



The excursion

• Short busdrive
• 4,5 km of walking
• Lunch in the forest
• Remember rubber- or hiking boots 
• Clothes according to the weather
After a short coffee break go to the bus


