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The context

” The Danish Nature Agency manages the Ministry's approximately 200,000 hectares of
forests and natural areas, to create the greatest possible value for society in terms of good
conditions for outdoor recreation, nature protection and efficient management of the forests
and other natural areas.” (The Danish Nature Agency)

= demand for access to nature. There is an interest in our management.
— We work actively with public involvement as an asset to reduce conflicts.




The frame: The UN Aarhus convention (1998)

* Objective: To create trust between civil society and public
authorities on environmental issues

* The three pillars:

— The right to access to knowledge
— The right to public participation

— The right to complain



The development since 1998

Increasing urbanization
- 90 % of the Danes live in cities

Less accept of commercial utilization of forest and
nature areas by some stakeholders

— 10-15.000 persons owns/manages 2/3 of
farmland

Increasing interest in using the forest and nature

— 10-12 visits to nature/year/adult = 110
million visits per year at state forest areas

More interests and more difference among users

-2 Increasing risk of conflicts



Public involvement at multiple scales

* The national level
— Bilateral meetings between The Nature Agency and individual NGOs
— The green contact group: Dialog fora for Nature conservation NGOs
Formal advisory councils for the minister

— The Forest Council: Forest interest: Forest owners associations, the wood industry, nature conservation NGOs,
recreational NGOs, universities (experts) etc.

— The Wildlife Council: Mammals, birdlife and hunting interests: Farmers-, hunters-, forest associations and nature
conservation NGOs etc.

* Thelocal level
— Forest District level = Users council: advising the local state forest district at regular meetings.
— The project level = Public meetings: Local interests in specific nature projects




Involvement in management planning

* Public meetings initiates planning process
* Management plans in public hearing (8 weeks)
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Citizens science for improved
operational planning

Local species experts = Information on
species, large birds nest ets.

Information feed into operational digital
map for forest operators

Digital map in harvester
the element for biodiversity




Engagement with stakeholders

Partnerships
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