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77% of the forests in Poland 
are administrated

by the State Forests

Who owns forests in Poland?
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The significance of the Polish forests
POLAND

§ Forest area: 9,2 mln ha

§ Forest cover: 30.9% (total land area)

§ Growing stock: 283 m3/ha

§ Timber resources: 2618 million m3

§ Timber harvest - 45.6 million m3

THE STATE FORESTS

§ Forest area: 7,3 mln ha

§ Forest cover: 24.5% (total land area)

§ Growing stock: 288 m3/ha

§ Timber resources: 2049 million m3

§ Timber harvest - 43.3 million m3
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ORGANIZATION OF THE  STATE  FORESTS
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Employees of sawmills, papermills, 
furniture industry and building
materials

Workers in outsourced forest
services, working in timber
harvesting, planting

Employees of the State Forests

The organization of the State 
Forests was founded in 1924 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE  STATE  FORESTS

§ 17 regional directorates
§ 430 forest districts
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Promotional Forest Complexes since 1994
q25 Promotional Forest Complexes

(total area 1,2 million hectares)
qcreated to promote sustainable forest

management, support scientific research
and organize forest education

qa forum for cooperation between the foresters
and the society - each PFC has its own 
scientific and social council consisting of the representatives of 
local authorities, non-government organizations, wood industry, 
local media, but also science experts and respectable members of 
local communities.
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q 994 N2000 sites: 
145 under the Birds Directive (Special 
Protection Areas – SPAs), 
849 under the Habitats Directive
(Special Areas of Conservation – SACs)

q 20 % of Poland (6,8 mln ha)

q 840 N2000 sites in th State Forests
133 under the Birds Directive
707 under the Habitats Directive

q 38 % of the State Forests (2,8 mln ha)

Natura 2000
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§ The Forest Act of 21 September 1991 (with later
amendments)

§ Forest Management Plans

Legal basis of sustaiable forest management  
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THE FOREST ACT (1991) 
makes SF responsible for "forest management to 
ensure general protection of forests, sustainable 

maintenance, continuity and sustainable use of all 
forest functions and increase of forest resources”

COUNCIL 
DIRECTIVE  

92/43/EEC of 
21 May 1992 

on the 
conservation 

of natural 
habitats and of 
wild fauna and 

flora –
strategic 

environmental 
assessment 
have been 

carried out; art. 
6.3.

THE ACT on MAKING AVAILABLE INFORMATION 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND ITS PROTECTION 

(2008), public participation in the environmental 
protection and on the environmental impact 

assessment 

Forest Management Plan

Nature 
Conservation 
Programme: 

protection tasks 
and methods 

for their 
implementation 

Natura 2000 
sites and their 
management/ 
conservation 

plans

Natura 2000 
without MP–

protection tasks
are dicectly

included in FMP

National Legislations

EU nature
Directives
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Stakeholders involvement in the procedure of 
the development of the Forest Management Plan

§ procedure starts 3 years before FMP entrance into force
§ each FMP is subject to a strategic environmental 

assessment
§ public participation in the proces is based on the 

procedure of environmental impact assessment - it 
results from legal regulations

§ FMPs are prepared on the basis of internal documents 
of the State Forests (the Forest Management
Instruction)
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Stakeholders involvement in the procedure of 
the development of the Forest Management Plan
§ the procedure starts with an annoucment in Public Information Bulletin 

and local press
§ first meeting - disscusion on the scope for the plan
§ second meeting is devoted to formulate „Project of the Forest

Management Plan” and acceptance of the prepared „Raport of the impact 
of the forest management plan on the environment (and Natura 2000 
areas)”

§ third meeting when needed to reach compromise in key issues
§ involvement of the stakeholders:

§ Local government, administration
§ NGOs
§ wood industry
§ State and Voluntary Fire Service
§ people...
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Dyrekcja Generalna Lasów Państwowych
ul. Grójecka 127
02-124 Warsaw
www.lasy.gov.pl 
sekretariat@lasy.gov.pl
tel. +48 22 58 98 100

Thank you for your attention!


