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The YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘForest Management Unit

ΨYǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘForestManagementUnit όCa¦ύΩis the organizationalunit of the state
forest enterpriseΨLesy2ŜǎƪŞRepublikyΩ. It is situated in CentralBohemiaand
namedafter one of the most significantroyal residencesin the CzechRepublic,
the castleYǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘ. The forest extendsalongsidethe banks of the Berounka
River. Forest management in YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘfinds its roots in the declaration of
ΨForestrytŀǊƪǎΩ. Thefirst of its kind wasestablishedin 2010. YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘis further
part of theΨLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭModelForestNetworkΩ. Theoverallrationaleof forestry
parksis that they are areasfor άƴŀǘǳǊŜandǇŜƻǇƭŜέ. Therefore,one important
aim is to preserveandenhancenaturalvaluesof a forest while at the sametime
ensuringforest ecosystemintegrity. YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘforest hasnot changedvery much
during the last 200 yearsand thus providesa show window into the history of
local,cultural landscapedevelopment. A largediversityof tree speciesare found
with more than half comprisedof broadleavedand mixed stands,unlike many
other forestsin the country. Huntinghasa long tradition in YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘforest asit
was royal hunting ground. Gamedamageswere considerablein the past, but
have been visibly reduceddue to effective management. Most commontoday
are red deer,mouflon, fallow -androe deer. YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘforest is in closeproximity
to the Cityof Pragueandfrequentlyvisited. Highnumbersof visitorsrequirewell
establishedrecreational facilities. Forest managersthus face the challengeto
ensure that the all ecosystemservicesare addressedand provided including
recreation. Currentlya debateis ongoingwhether to establisha nationalpark in
theYǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘregion.
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ΧΦΦ ƛƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ 
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is the annual cutting-
rate / ha

4 m³

95,352 m³
is the annual incrementmeasured
overthe total forest

Total forest area

13,429 ha

Broadleaves

51 %
Conifers

49 %

Beech (40%)

Oak (23%)

Pine (15%)Actual average stock

219 m³/ha

7.3 m³/ha
Annual increment



Nearly100%of the YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘforest belongsto
the Protected LandscapeArea YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻ.
Since 1978 it is UNESCObiosphere reserve
with a size of 628 km2 and seeksits kind in
terms of similar landscapesin Europe. It is
located in Central Bohemia with the forest
cover consisting of around two thirds
deciduousandmixed forests.

YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !ǊŜŀ

Thesteep and inaccessibleslopesof
the Berounka river valley are
dominated by indigenous woody
forest species. There are also
outcrops even of typical thermo-
philous fauna and flora species. The
river has created deep valleys and
canyons over thousands of years.
Sunlight only barely reaches the
riverbed during summer due to the
densecanopy formed by deciduous
trees. Temperature is therefore
rather low for most of the year and
cancorrespondto climaticconditions
of mountainous regions. Such
temperature inversion is typical and
contributes to the ŀǊŜŀǎΩrichnessin
biodiversity. There are a number of
smaller scale protected areas
embedded in YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻincluding
four Ψnational nature ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΩΣ15
other nature reserveareasand five
naturemonuments.

More than 1800 speciesof vascular
plants and at more than 50 woody
specieshavebeenconservedhere to
this day. YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻis a breeding
ground for some 120 bird species
and other animals,one of which is
on the Red List of rare and
vulnerablespecies.

The speciesrichnessin YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻ
is the result a variety of landscape
typesand natural featuresaswell as
the historical development of the
area. Thelandscapemosaicfound in
the YǌƛǾƻƪƭłǘǎƪƻuplands is
cahracterised by an extensive
variationof geologicalcharacteristics
and soil types. The impressive
Berounkariver valleyfurther displays
a wide range of climatic conditions
while the areashistoricdevelopment
of settlements contribute to its
uniqueness.
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....in figures 
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of the total forest area have protection 
status as ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !ǊŜŀΩ

99.9 %

of the total protected forest area are 
designated as natoional nature reserves

778 ha

are the total of small-scale protected 
areas 

1,202 ha

species have been recorded 

4,471 

1,800
are vascular plants 

are beetles

1,500 

of which (examples) 

120
are birds

110
are molluscs

750
are butterflies

53
are ants

60
are mammals

20
are reptiles and 
amphibians

Protected areas harbour
20 critically endangered, 37endangered and 44
threatened species 


